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The Illuminations, Fireworks and ‘Access Only’ roads 
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If you live in a property on an access only road or accessed from one of these roads 

you will receive with this newsletter a letter from Derbyshire Dales District Council 
along with two resident car notices. 
 

As you will have read in the spring newsletter, the Parish Council has been involved in 

two meetings over the winter to discuss parking issues in the village during the 

illuminations period. The most serious problems occur during the fireworks evenings 
and as there are to be five this year, we felt that was important to have in place the 

necessary safeguards to protect the village from parking gridlock. We have focused on 
the access only roads which seem to become a parking target for the visitors when the 

car parks are full. All properties on the access only roads – Clifton Road, Temple Road, 

Waterloo Road and all properties accessed via Holme Road will receive the resident car 
notices. On ‘Firework Evenings’ – the five Saturdays from 27th September - all access 

only roads will have a security officer from the illuminations stationed at the junction 
with the A6 (apart from Temple Road when he will be just past the entrance to 

Gullivers). He will only allow vehicles with the necessary permit to access these roads 
thus enforcing the ‘access only’ regulation. 

 

Please read the enclosed letter carefully and put the notices in a safe place. We will put a reminder in the September 
newsletter but then it may be too late to get more permits in time for the first ‘fireworks evening’. As with everything the 

Parish Council does, we welcome feedback from residents - both positive and negative. We hope that these new 
arrangements will make the access only roads and properties much safer during these congested times for the village. 
 

Derbyshire Dales has asked the Parish Council to remind residents that anyone having a party during the event should 

be aware that Chinese Lanterns are not to be used as they are dangerous. 
 

Illuminations Village Evening – Friday 26th September  
 

This year the village evening will be held on Friday 26th 

September.  The evening will be a chance for residents 
to come down to Derwent Gardens and view the 

illuminated boats without the weekend crowds.  There is 
no entrance fee.  
 

The boats will parade at 8.00 pm and residents will be 

given the chance to vote for their favourite.  Once votes 

have been cast and counted, a presentation ceremony will 
be held later in the illuminations season.  Winners will be 

announced on the Parish Council’s website and in the 
Christmas Newsletter.  Come down to Derwent Gardens 

and show your support for the boatbuilders who carry on 

this great unique annual Matlock Bath tradition. 
 

 

 
 

The Hall Family has kindly offered to give children of the village a free ride on the fairground.  Tokens should be 
collected from representatives of the Parish Council at the gate.  

 
Why not bring your camera down and take a picture to enter in the Photography Competition?  

 

Afterwards at 8.45 pm, there will be a barbecue at The Temple Hotel, free for all residents of Matlock Bath.  Mel and 

Chris from The Temple have very kindly offered to organise the barbecue again this year.  
 



Matlock Bath – A Walk in Time – Sophie Beardmore 
 

Who owned your house in 1910?  Could it have been Esther Dennis, Mary Brocklehurst or the outrageously named 
Hubbersley Cantrell?  Or is it Cantrell Hubbersley – it is hard to determine in these hand-written records!  Sounding like 

a cast of characters from a Christiesque novel, these are in fact former inhabitants of Matlock Bath.  They occupied a 
time that we can now only speculate upon: a brief period of peace between the end of the Boer War and the outbreak 

of World War One.  The past certainly does seem like another country both demure and wildly class-ridden. 

These fascinating glimpses into our more recent past can be gleaned from a trip to the Derbyshire Records Office.  One 
of the most accessible set of documents are the maps and field books created as part of the Finance Act 1910.  These 

were a more modern equivalent of the Domesday Book – an in-depth survey into land ownership and occupation to 
ensure people paid the correct death taxes.  

  

The full weight of criminal law was used against those people supplying false information so the survey was by and large 
accurate.  The base maps used for the survey in the Matlock Bath parish are the second edition Ordnance Survey 

1:2,500 (25.344 inches to one mile) of 1899.  The maps in themselves demonstrate the huge changes that have taken 
place in Matlock Bath over the last 100 years.  Each privately owned plot of land or property has been meticulously 

marked out with a pastel colour and hereditament number clearly denoting each one. 
 

So who lived next door to whom?  Starting on St. John’s Road which was called “Cliff Road” on the map, the first 

observation is the vast number of old lead mine shafts littering Masson Hill.  “The Rocks” is owned and occupied by 
Walter Noel Harris as is Rock Cottage which he appears to have used as an office.  In addition, he owned five acres of 

land hereabouts referred to as “Shining Cliff” Woods.  Particular mention is made to his having shooting rights here – 
although it does not elaborate as to what he may have shot! 
 

Esther Dennis owned and occupied Cliff House and she is not the last female owner occupier of a sizeable property 

that we will encounter.  Indeed, Masson Farm, while being rented to a Herbert Wardman, had been recently 
purchased by a Mrs Staples of Spondon Old Hall – the proud owner of a 21 acre piece of the parish. 
 

Back down towards the present day A6, we discover two more female owner occupiers: Eliza Pearson of Tor Hill and 

Mary Whittaker of Derwent House.  The latter property is described as a house with 6 acres of land that also included 

a shop.  So enterprising as well! 
 

An extract of the 1910 map – courtesy of the Derbyshire Records Office 
 

 
 

 



Back in the vicinity of the Heights of Abraham, a cave has been given its own hereditament number.  This was owned 

by the Matlock and District Gas Company – presumably for storage purposes?  I was slightly disappointed at this 

discovery hoping instead that it was a hermitage occupied by a Mr Gandalf perhaps? 
 

A vast tract of land around Upperwood and the Heights of Jacob was owned by the Matlock Mines Company of Bonsall.  
However, the land is occupied by the Golf Club Company which is in turn owned by Hubbersley Cantrell A C of Ragdale 

Hall, Leicestershire.  This is a name that appears again and again but, in any case, it is hardly a name that one is likely 
to forget!  This land and other parcels of land dotted around Matlock Bath are labelled as “golf sinks” – maybe the 

presence of mine shafts made play a lot more interesting! 
 

Again coming back down towards “Derby Road”, our friend “Hubbersley Cantrell” is now seen to own Masson House but 
is renting it to BWG Arkwright.  While Frederic Charles Arkwright of Willersley Castle, maybe a relative, owns a 15 acre 

plot of land described as “Harp Edge” lying between Masson House and Scarthin. 
 

The Masson Mills complex is owned and occupied by the English Sewing Cotton Company of Albert Square in 

Manchester – their Head Office building, which is still present today, resembling the Flat Iron building in New York! 
 

On the opposite side of the road there is a public house – The 
Rutland Arms - as well as a house and shop owned and occupied by 

a Mary Brocklehurst.  With the amount of female ownership of both 
properties and businesses, one can only suppose that, while women 

did not yet have the vote (that came in part in 1918), they were 

certainly empowered in many other ways.  One of the many hotels 
that Matlock Bath could make claim to at the time, The Bath Terrace 

Hotel, appears to have been run by a woman: Rosetta Jane Watson. 
 

One can only lament the loss of the stately sounding Royal Hotel 
which occupied the site where Gulliver’s Kingdom is today.  This 20 

acre site was home to: the hotel; a pavilion; pavilion gardens; a 
cavern; and the curiously labelled “romantic rocks”.  The latter does 

make you wonder as to the origins of this name and whether the 

rocks are still there or, subsequently, eloped to Paris! 
 

 

 
 

Rutland Arms and Masson Mills  courtesy of  
Ken Smith 

 



The Great War – Life in the Bath 
 

 
 

Airco D.H aeroplane propeller 

 

 

This is the title of the project that is being developed and managed by the 

Parish Council in collaboration with the Peak District Mining Museum and the 

Heritage Lottery funded Matlock Bath Archive. We have now submitted to the 
Heritage Lottery, a bid in the WW1 section for a grant of £9500 to help fund 

an initial two year project that we hope through funding and support from 
other sources will have a further two or so years of legacy and therefore run 

for the duration of the WW1 Centenary until 2018.  
 

Our aim of ‘Identifying, capturing, recording and sharing the largely 
forgotten heritage and history of this unique inland resort during the 
Great War’ will be achieved through the three main project areas. These are: 
 

 Exhibitions during the summer months in the Pump Room, 

admission will be free. 
 Vintage village newsletters – ‘A View from The Bath’ produced 

with news of the time. 
 Information lecterns in the Memorial Gardens with details of 

the Memorial and those named thereon. 
 

We also plan to produce sections of the exhibition material so that they can be 

permanently displayed in the Memorial Garden Shelter.  
 

As well as the three key ‘managers’ of the project, we have already have other 
contributors and supporters. 
 

 Holy Trinity School are undertaking a project this term and work from 

this project will form part of this summer’s exhibition. 
 We have had messages of support from both Sir Richard Arkwright’s 

Masson Mills and The Heights of Abraham 
 Derbyshire County Council through the Records Office in Matlock.  
 Artefacts and memorabilia loaned or donated for the exhibition / 

archive. 
 

The project will involve residents, businesses and visitors carrying out and sharing anything they have or can research 
about life in the village leading up to, during the years 1914 – 18 and shortly after. This could be through family 

‘archives’ and mementoes, information on property or land, recollections and oral history,  transportation into the 

village, changes in the village during these years …. These are just some ideas but there are no rules, no definitive list, 
we just want as many as possible to be involved giving what they can and researching in areas they have an interest.  
 

I hope you have enjoyed reading Sophie’s article ‘A Walk in Time’. Perhaps this has given you some ideas on what you 
might research in the village – or triggered thoughts on what you already knew. As mentioned in the last newsletter if 

you need any help or advice, wish to share thoughts, have things to offer, you can contact the ‘Life in the Bath’ team by 
email at ww1@matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk , phone the clerk on the usual number or just pop into the mining 

museum and talk to Robin. We certainly hope you will visit the exhibition running from 9th August until 21st 
September in the Pump Room and you will enjoy the first edition of ‘A View from the Bath – the Great War Years’ 

which will be delivered in early August.  
 

As well as future exhibitions and 

newsletters, there is a dedicated section 
on the Parish Council website where the 

material contributed can be accessed and 
shared. Because of Matlock Bath’s unique 

place in social history, we feel that this 

project has a potential to affect and 
benefit an extremely wide audience and 

involve, engage more people in the 
heritage of Matlock Bath and build an 

exciting and informative archive for future 
generations to use and enjoy. 

 
 

 

  ‘Calling Card’ courtesy of Ken Smith 
 

mailto:ww1@matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk


Chairman’s Report 2013-2014 
 

It has been another extremely busy, challenging, eventful yet satisfying year for the Parish Council.  As you will see in 
the report that follows, we have been involved in a variety of activities that hopefully have brought an improvement to 

the environment and quality of life in Matlock Bath.  
 

In September we welcomed a new Councillor – Neal Hunt - who was co-opted onto the Parish Council.  In addition to 
the Parish Councillors, we have a number of other volunteers who serve on our Committees – Activities, 

Communications, Facilities, Finance & General Purposes, Planning, and the Environment & Conservation Committee. 

These Committees are invaluable to the work of the Parish Council as they meet as required to discuss and plan within 
their designated brief.  The Notes from these meetings come back for approval to the full Council.  The Committee 

approach has resulted again in the Council being able to do far more work at a greater speed.  Copies of all Committee 
and Parish Council Minutes can be found on our website.  
 

Parish Council Budget - This money comes from the residents of Matlock Bath and is collected though the council tax 

bill in the form of a precept.  The amount each household contributes is dependent on the property band and how many 

properties are eligible to pay and at what level.  The Parish Council sets the total amount we need (precept) and 
individual contributions are calculated at the Town Hall (DDDC).  Using the Committee structure, each with its own 

budget, the Council has an open management of the village finances with an emphasis on value for money, flexible, 
needs led finance responses and bringing in sponsorship and grants whenever possible.   
 

The Future - We hope to move forward this year with the refurbishment of the sports area, working with The Mining 

Museum, the Heritage Collection and the wider village community on The Great war – Life in The Bath’ project and 

develop the self help projects already begun by individuals and groups with the help and support of the Parish Council.  
We hope to develop and expand the activities we organise.  In everything we do, we aim to give the village value for 

money. Finally my thanks go to all those who have worked so hard in everything we do for the village. And of course to 
those who selflessly give their time to act as Councillors or volunteers with the only reward being that we do it to make 

Matlock Bath a better place to live, to work and to visit. 
 

A full version of the Chairman’s Report can be found on our website – www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk  
 

Pro Loco Art Competition 2014 Re-arranged 

 

 

This year the Matlock Bath Pro Loco Art Competition has attracted a bumper entry.  
 

As you all know the competition is usually held in June.  Unfortunately this year due to unforeseen circumstances the 

competition had to be postponed.  We are pleased to now be able to announce that all short-listed work will be 
displayed on Saturday 27th September.  Members of the public will be invited to vote for their favourites between 

2.00 pm-7.00 pm.  A ceremony to award prizes will then be held on Sunday 28th September (time to be confirmed). 
 

There will be a chance for those people who cannot attend in person to vote, to vote on line.  On line voting will open on 
1st September and close on 27th September.  Check the website for further updates. 
 

The Parish Council is extremely grateful to our sponsors for this competition  in particular The Sir Richard Arkwright 

Masson Mills who are sponsoring the 1st and 2nd Prizes and the Heights of Abraham.   
 

Ken Askew 

 

 

 

We were sorry to hear the sad news of the death of Ken Askew on 7th June. The 

funeral took place at Holy Trinity Church on 27th June followed by cremation at 
Chesterfield.  As a mark of respect, the flag on Masson Mills where Ken worked was 

flown at half mast.  I remember Ken, as I am sure many of you do, striding out 

through the village in his double breasted belted coat and small case.  He always had 
something in his pocket for the ducks, the fish, a dog on his route to and from Masson 

Mills.  He would often pull from inside his coat an old photo or some other piece of 
memorabilia he had collected to share with enthusiasm.  We are fortunate that his 

collection was donated to the village by Ken last year by putting it into the custody of 

The Heritage Collection at The Mining Museum and I am sure many of you enjoyed the 
recent exhibition of a part of it in the Pump Room.  If you have memories or photos of 

Ken you would like to share in a future article in the newsletter, please get in touch 
with the Clerk – clerk@matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk or 07914 420545  
 
 
 

 

 

http://www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk/
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District Council Report – Cllr Garry Purdy 
 

Work progresses as you can see from the covered 
scaffolding on Jubilee Bridge. 
 

I have not had any reports of any major structural 

problems, so hopefully the refurbishment and 
painting will carry on and be completed on 

schedule. 
 

Together with the Parish Council I have been 

pursuing a few breaches of planning rules and 
regulations in the village area. May I advise that if 

you are considering any new build, or change of 
use etc, then do please get in touch with our 

Planning Dept at the Town Hall. Otherwise you can 

expect a visit from our Enforcement Officer. 
 

I am supporting the Peak District Mining Museum 
in their initiative to provide a Matlock Bath and 

Matlocks Heritage venue in the Pavilion. I am sure 
they would welcome your support also, simply by 

writing to the Mining Museum offering your support 

in their bid for Heritage Lottery monies, and 
perhaps to start looking into your old photographs 

and links to the past. 
 

At a time when people come to this lovely area to 
holiday and enjoy the facilities and scenery, we 

have to think of the tragedy that occurred recently 
off the top of High Tor. Our thoughts go out to the 

family bereaved by this awful event. 
 

As always, please feel free to contact me if you 

have any queries or issues you wish to raise. 
 

 

 
 

A View from the Bath Chair – Cllr Peter Baranek 

 

  

’Community’  is a word that is used a lot in the application for a Heritage Lottery Fund WW1 

grant for the village ‘The Great War – Life in The Bath’.   Unfortunately it is a word that is often 

misused and abused.   In my view from the Bath Chair, I want to use it in its most positive 
sense.   As some of you already know, our recent visit to Italy took an unfortunate turn when 

one of our dogs had a very nasty accident, suffering serious injuries.   His injuries meant that 
we could not travel.   It was a very distressing time for both Julie and I and we would like to 

thank all of you who sent messages of support and good wishes.   He is now on the mend and 
as I write this, we expect to be back in Matlock Bath in time to distribute these newsletters.  
 

However, our temporary relocation has not stopped the work of the Parish Council in the village and my ‘View from the 

Bath Chair’ has been through the many eyes (and emails) of the villagers and friends who support the council.   As you 
will see from this newsletter, the Parish Councillors unanimously decided that the Art Competition should be postponed 

until 27th September due to lack of manpower for it to be organised with its usual efficiency.   Apart from this, the work 
of the Council has continued unabated with the aid of technology and, of course, the volunteers to whom go our 

heartfelt thanks.  This does make you refocus on the importance of ‘community’ to both individuals and groups and I 

hope that the spirit of ‘community’ continues to grow and flourish in our village.   
 

Holy Trinity School – Amanda Mee 
 

The staff and pupils at Holy Trinity School would like to say a huge thank you to everyone who collected and donated 

Sainsburys vouchers on behalf of the school.  12,500 were collected and have been put towards PE equipment. 
 

 
 

 
 



Pirates from Atlantis – Matlock Bath Panto Group – Sam Dalley 
 

There’s going to be a Panto at the Grand Pavilion, again!   “Oh no there isn’t, Oh yes there is “ 
 

I’m not sure when the last panto was held at the Grand Pavilion.  I know my mother-in-law went to see a panto at the 

Pavilion when she was 8, that would have been around 1950.  She went with her mother and the panto was directed 

and performed in by Ella Smith.  Ella Smith was the founder of the Matlock Mercury and editor, at the time, of its fore-
runner “Coming Events”.  She was quite a character, by all accounts, very dapper with an Eaton Crop hairstyle.  Ella 

Smith performed the part of Oda Hayes in the Panto, a funny name I understand but I cannot make out the joke, maybe 
it’s a generation thing.   There would have been lots of information about these past Pantos in the Matlock Mercury 

archives, but these were destroyed in four feet of water during the Matlock flood of 1965, so we know very little and 

would be glad of any information or photos you might have about Pantos at the Grand Pavilion. 
 

Built for theatre and dance, Panto is what the Grand Pavillion was made for.  What perfect timing, just as the Pavilion is 
beginning to function as a theatre once again, that we have the announcement of a new Panto by the previously proven, 

very successful Matlock Bath Panto group. 
 

There were two Matlock Bath Pantos around eight years ago “Dracula” and “Panto at the OK Corral”.  These were 
famous for their entertainment value and local colour.  For a number of years after the productions, the local community 

waited with eagerness for the announcement of the next Panto.  Well here it is at last.  “Pirates from Atlantis” will be 

performed at the Grand Pavilion on the nights of 18th, and 19th July 2014. 
 

Tickets are available now.  Online:  from the Matlock Bath Panto Facebook or www.facebook.com/MatlockBathPanto 
and The Grand Pavilion Website - www.thegrandpavilion.co.uk   In person:  from the Matlock Bath General Store and 

the Mining Museum in the foyer of the Pavilion.   
 

Every performance of every production of previous Matlock Bath Pantos has been a sell-out, so don’t wait too long to 
buy your tickets. 

For more information and lots of photos of past and present panto see 
www.facebook.com/MatlockBathPanto 

Email enquires: matlockbathpanto@gmail.com 
 

This panto is supported by Matlock Bath Parish Council and The Midland Hotel.  

Florals in the Village 
 

Have you noticed the floral displays in the village?  There are again four planters displaying a lovely array of flowers.  
They really make the village look bright and attractive and already we have received positive feedback from residents 

and visitors. 
 

The school again this year took on the role of nurturing the plants from seedlings until they were ready to be planted 
out.  
 

The Parish Council has arranged once again the planting of the cattle trough which was 

given to the village over one hundred years ago and is now sited on the A6 below the New 

Bath Hotel.  Thanks to David Russell for planting our cattle trough. 
 

Station adoptees have been busy at Matlock Bath Station planting all the barrels and hay 
racks to make the station look lovely and bright.  Our thanks go to Cllr Michael Wilderspin, 

Anne Wilderspin and Alistair Morley and his team for undertaking this. 
 

 
 

 

 

Again this year the three barrels – one 
opposite Masson Mills and two at the 

bottom of Clifton Road – have been 

planted.  Our thanks go to Cathy Cresswell 
for doing this work. 

 

 

 
 

The rose garden which was planted in commemoration of the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee is looking great.  The area has 

been dug, weeded and some beech hedging has been planted to protect the area from the public using it as a short cut 
to the toilets.  Our thanks go to David Russell for all his hard work in this. 

 

 

http://www.facebook.com/MatlockBathPanto


Seniors Christmas Lunch 2014 
 

This year the Seniors Christmas Lunch will be held on 
Monday 8th December 2014.  The venue has yet to 

be finalised.  Further details will be published on our 
website and in our September Newsletter.   

 

Last year saw an increase in residents attending and it 
was enjoyed by everyone.  So if you are over 60, a 

resident of the village, why not come along this year.  
If you, or you know of anyone who, would like to 

attend please contact the Clerk  
 

on 

07914 420545 
Or e-mail clerk@matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk 

 

 

 

Contact Details 

 

Check out our website for all Parish Council matters 
including Councillors’ contact details, dates of 

forthcoming Parish Council meetings, Minutes of all 
Committee and Parish Council meetings, news and 

forthcoming events in the village.  Log on to:  
 

www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk 
 

If you wish to raise anything with the Parish Council 

please contact the Parish Clerk on 
 

clerk@matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk 
 

Dates of Parish Council meetings for 2014/2015 are: 
 

Wednesday 24th September 2014 
Wednesday 26th November 2014 

Wednesday 28th January 2015 
Wednesday 25th March 2015 

Wednesday 20th May 2015 
 

Benches 

 

 

 

After discussions at Parish Council meetings over a number of years, 

permissions sought, 6 new benches were purchased to go on the Parades.  

Two of the original benches were salvageable, renovated by the Bowling Club 
and have been installed at the Bowling Green.  The others unfortunately had 

to be removed as they were damaged.   
 

The Parish Council was approached sometime ago about memorial plaques 
for loved ones.  After consideration, the Parish Council agreed to have 

memorial plaques fitted to the benches.  So far three families have requested 

the plaques and these have now been fitted to the benches.  It was agreed 
that the sponsors would pay for the plaques but the Parish Council would 

order them and arrange for their fitting. 
 

 

If you are interested in having a plaque fitted to one of the other benches in memory of a loved one, friend, neighbour, 
please get in touch with the Clerk. 

 
 

A View from the Bath’ is published by Matlock Bath Parish Council, Coppice End, Woodland Terrace, Derby Road, 
Matlock Bath & printed by Ashover Print 

Website: www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk    E-Mail: clerk@matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk 
Telephone: 07914 420545 
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